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Crane Operator Certifications

Crane Operator Certifications

Cranes are an important piece of equipment at many construction jobsites. As such, operators must be certified to operate different types of cranes to comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) Cranes and Derricks in Construction regulations. 

Who Needs to be Certified

Any construction worker that is operating a crane needs to be certified, except operators of the following:

· Sideboom cranes

· Derricks

· Equipment with a rated hoisting/lifting capacity of 2,000 pounds or less

While you do not need certification for the listed exceptions, you must meet OSHA’s criteria for minimum expertise to use them at a jobsite.

Operators must be certified for the specific type of crane they are operating. Certifications are not transferrable from crane to crane.

Types of Certification

Operators can receive certifications for the following types of cranes:

· Mobile cranes

· Tower cranes

· Overhead cranes

· Articulating cranes

In addition, there are certifications for non-operators, such as signalpersons, riggers and crane inspectors.

Certification Components

Many third-party organizations can certify operators. Certification has two parts, including the following:

1. A written examination that includes the safe operating procedures for the particular type of equipment the applicant will be operating and technical understanding of the subject matter

2. A practical exam showing the applicant has the skills needed to safely operate the equipment, including the ability to properly use load chart information and recognize items required in the shift inspection

How to Get Certified

There are four ways that a crane operator can be qualified or certified and meet OSHA requirements:
3. A certificate from an accredited crane operator testing organization

4. Qualification from the employer through an audited employer program

5. Qualification by the U.S. military. This only applies to employees of Department of Defense or Armed Forces and does not include private contractors.
6. Licensing by a state or local government, if that licensing meets the minimum requirements set forth by OSHA. When a state or local government requires a crane operator license, the crane operator must be licensed accordingly to meet OSHA requirements.

Certifications last five years and may be transferred from employer to employer. The certification must be carried by the operator any time the operator is using a crane.
Operators must be certified to operate different types of cranes to comply with OSHA Cranes and Derricks in Construction regulations. 
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