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RETRACTABLE AWNINGS & CANOPIES

Gigantic Retractable Patio Cover System
Retractableawnings.com Inc.

The client requested a large (31 feet wide by 29-1/2 feet projection) three-
span retractable waterproof patio cover system to provide rain, heat, sun,
glare and UV protection. This would allow them to sit outside and enjoy their
garden throughout the year, extending their outdoor entertainment space. For
functionality they requested that water drain from the rear of the system into
the front beam and down inside the two end posts, exiting at the bottom from
a small hole and draining into the flower beds.

The entire system used one continuous piece of fabric and one motor. The
uprights and purlins meet together at a smooth L-shaped angle, flush at the
top and without an overhang for a nearly perfectly smooth profile. The system
frame and guides are made entirely of aluminum which is powder coated
using the Qualicoat® powder coating process. The stainless steel
components used were Inox (470LI and 316) which have an extremely high
corrosion resistance. The cover has a Beaufort wind load rating Scale 9 (up to
54 mph) with the fabric fully extended and in use. A hood with end caps was
also used to prevent rain water and snow from collecting in the folds of fabric
when not in use. A running profile from end to end in the rear of the unit was
used to attach the Somfy RTS motor which is installed inside a motor safety
box. The client chose to control the system with an interior wall switch and a
remote control. Concrete footers were installed in the grassy area in front of the unit for mounting the four posts. To
allow for a flat vertical mounting surface ledger board using pressure-treated wood was mounted the full 31-foot width,
as the client’s house was older and made of uneven stone.

The client is very satisfied with the results. The retractable patio cover now makes it possible for the client to use a very
large area in the rear of her house throughout the year.

Project details

Location: New York, N.Y.
Fabric: Precontraint 302 by Ferrari S.A.

Copyright ©2014 Industrial Fabrics Association International. All rights reserved.
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