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SpartaFlex vs. Epoxy

Some FAQ’s that our competition doesn’t want you to know…

If you are in the market for a new garage or commercial floor, there are lots of choices.  However, your decision will most likely come down to a choice between a system that features Pure SpartaFlex (a 100% solids Polyaspartic made by HP Spartacote and installed by Perkins Custom Coatings) or Epoxy.  Here are some frequently asked questions that hopefully will make your decision a little easier.

1) SpartaFlex versus Epoxy:  Which Surface Is Better?

In the chart shown below, you will see that in every category, SpartaFlex outperforms Epoxy and when it comes to ease of install a fast return to service, there just isn’t any comparison.  Only SpartaFlex can get you back on your floor the same day we complete it and moving in the next day!

	 
	 
	 
	Epoxy
	 
	SpartaFlex

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Installation 
	 
	 
	2-5 Days
	 
	1-2 Days

	Walk On Time After Install
	 
	4 Hours – 2 Days
	 
	3 Hours

	Drive On Time After Walk On
	 
	3-5 Days
	 
	72 Hours

	High Performance Tire Issues
	
	Yes
	
	Not After 72 Hours

	Application Temperature
	 
	 < 80 ° +  > 55 °
	 
	Must Be > 0°

	Dustless Floor Grinding or Shot Blasting Surface Prep
	 
	Hopefully, but not always
	 
	Yes

	Final Mil Thickness
	 
	10-30 Mils
	 
	25 Mils – 45 Mils

	Odors?
	 
	 
	Sometimes
	 
	Lowest

	VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds) 
	0-250 g/l
	 
	<100 g/l

	Elongation (Tensile Strength)?
	 
	Poor
	 
	Excellent

	UVStable?
	
	
	Poor
	
	Excellent

	Color/Gloss Retention?
	 
	Poor
	 
	Excellent

	Chemical Resistance?
	 
	Good
	 
	Excellent

	Abrasion Resistance?
	 
	Poor
	 
	Excellent

	Residential Surface Warranty
	 
	Limited
	 
	15 Years

	Moisture Warranty?
	 
	Rarely
	 
	Yes

	Permanent Tire Marking 
	 
	Poor
	 
	Excellent


2) Are SpartaFlex floors slippery?
Epoxy floors are notoriously slippery when wet, and they have a very low .50 Coefficient of Friction which makes them downright dangerous!.  That is one of the primary reasons we like the SpartaFlex coatings so much.  In addition to their many other excellent attributes, SpartaFlex coatings have a .86 Coefficient of Friction which makes it very slip resistant – and it is even more slip resistant when wet!
3) If SpartaFlex isn’t an Epoxy floor coating, what is it?

SpartaFlex is a “polyaspartic polyurea coating”.   Polyaspartic polyurea coatings were invented by Bayer in Germany in the early 1990s, but only recently have they begun to be incorporated into commercial and residential applications.  For most of us, the most important thing to understand is that polyaspartic polyurea coatings are polymer coatings that feature these important attributes:

· rapid curing & high abrasion resistance

· can be applied from in a wide range of temperatures 
· is UV stable so it doesn’t turn yellow in the sun or under fluorescent lighting
· able to resist most stains from automotive and industrial chemicals

· when applied as a 99% solids application, it has NO lingering odors and zero VOCs

4) Can’t I purchase one of those “Do It Yourself” kits and install a garage floor for less than a SpartaFlex garage floor?

You can install a very inexpensive floor coating in a weekend by purchasing one of those do-it-yourself kits from Home Depot or Lowe’s for a couple of hundred dollars.  However, the old saying that “you get what you pay for” has real meaning when it comes to floor coatings.  

The typical do-it-yourself kit uses a weak acid wash to prepare the concrete floor to accept the floor coating.  Even if this acid wash is done correctly, an acid wash is the least desirable method to prepare a concrete floor to receive a coating according to the experts. Your best case?   A do it yourself floor coating will typically last just 1-3 years before it begins to either show extreme wear or peel and flake.  We are removing dozens of 1-3 year old do-it-yourself floors every month and installing new SpartaFlex garage floors for people that made the mistake of trying to save a few bucks on their garage floor coating, only to find that these “kits” just don’t perform the way they had hoped.  


5)
I have a quote from a company that plans to use 3 or 4 coats of materials.  How many coats are installed during the SpartaFlex installation?
This is a great question that really helps drive home the difference between cheaper grade coatings and SpartaFlex.  SpartaFlex, like ALL the coatings that we use, is a 100% solids.  That means that it contains no solvents that cheapen and dilute the coating.  The 100% solids designation is the highest grade for coating material they also are the highest performing coating in the market.  Some competitors try to dazzle customers by saying that they will many coats, or will use “Commercial Grade” materials (which are very low grade materials).  What they are doing in reality is using cheaper, low solids materials as fillers so they don’t have to use more of the more expensive higher solids materials on your floor.  This only benefits them, not you.  More coats of low solids, “Commercial Grade” does not give you a better floor system.  When cheaper, low solids materials are used, they need to use more coats of these lower grade materials to achieve the same dry film thickness that we provide you with our system.  More coats does not mean higher quality, it actually means lower quality!    If you received a bid from someone who says that they are using more coats of materials than we are, they are using cheap, poor quality products that are the worst performing coatings in the marketplace.  We only use 100% solids materials because they are the best quality that you can buy!      
6)  
With Epoxy floors, I will have to wait 2-5 days before I can walk or 
drive on my floor.  How long do I have to wait before I can drive on a SpartaFlex Floor?  

SpartaFlex floors have the fastest cure times in the industry.  You can walk on the floor three hours after the final coat is applied and move your things back the next day.  You can drive on your new floor in 72 hours!   Compare that with the 3-5 days before the typical Epoxy floor is ready for move on or drive on.
7)   My concrete has a moisture problem.  Can I install a floor coating on it?
In southern California, many homes and commercial buildings have latent moisture issues caused by any number of reasons.  First of all, most construction in CA is “slab on grade” and any home built before the mid 2000s probably does not have a vapor barrier beneath the cement slab because the Building Codes didn’t require them before 2005.  Secondly, even if your home or building is not topographically challenged (ie:  located at the bottom of a large hill), many structures in California do not have proper gutters, downspouts and landscape drainage systems installed to properly channel surface water away from the foundation.   As a result, a large percentage of structures in our region have moderate to severe moisture issues.

In cases where latent moisture is a problem in concrete slabs, we may be able to use special moisture mitigation products that are specifically designed to reduce the hydrostatic pressure in the concrete and  to help reduce overall moisture below to levels that allow our coatings to adhere properly to the concrete.  Our Moisture Control system does cost a little bit more, but it is specially designed to allow polyaspartic floor coatings to be applied to high moisture content concrete surfaces and comes with the strongest moisture warranty in the marketplace.

8)
What if I have things in my commercial area or garage that need to be moved out?
This is a common question that we receive.  The best news relating to this question is that because SpartaFlex can be installed so quickly and has such a fast return to service, many times your contents can be returned to the floor the same day or at worst the next day after we are complete.  This includes washers, dryers and refrigerators.  However, if you have a lot of things on the floor, they must be removed before ANY floor is installed.  Remember, we can help you move the heavy stuff out (no charge for move outs…..) and then back in again after we are through! 
9) What about hot tire pickup or marking from high performance tires?


This is a great question.  Epoxy floors are notorious for issues related to permanent damage or stains from hot tires parking on them (called “hot tire pickup” or “hot tire marking”).  This happens when the heat from your car tires softens the Epoxy and then slowly transfers the black from the tires into the Epoxy leaving permanent stains.  This typically happens very slowly over a period of 12-36 months.  Fortunately, this is a problem that is solely associated with Epoxy surfaces.  SpartaFlex has NEVER had a failure relating to hot tire pickup and all tire marks left behind from high performance tires can be washed off your SpartaFlex floor.
10)
How can I compare the bids that I have received for my floor project.

Typically, we find our price for SpartaFlex is very competitively priced with other high quality floor coatings. Occasionally, we run across a situation where our bid may be higher than a competing bid.  In that case, the other bid is probably not an “apples to apples” bid to ours and you need to ask a few questions such as:

a) What kind of surface preparation is going to utilized and how many coats of product are going to be installed on your floor?  Our installers at Perkins Custom Coatings are certified factory applicators for SpartaFlex who will only use the most advanced dustless floor preparation including either shot blasting or diamond grinding.  In addition to this superior surface prep method, our installation process always includes a moisture barrier and we use only 100% solids materials which means a thicker final floor coating, less odor and longer product life.  Cheaper and less effective methods of floor preparation such as acid wash or power wash, grinding when shot blasting is required, fewer coats of low quality and lower percent solids materials and no moisture barrier will always reduce costs but will never produce a high quality installation.  Ultimately, this will result in a floor that is almost always have issues somewhere down the road. 
b) What kind of warranty is offered?  At Perkins Custom Coatings, we have been installing floor coatings since 2007 and our trained applicators follow factory installation specifications so that we can offer you the strongest warranty in the industry.   We have installed nearly 8,000 floors since 2007 - most of our competitors have been around just a few years!  Plus, Perkins Custom Coatings is a division of an employee owned company that has been doing business in this market for over 40 years!  Don’t be misled by the warranties written by our competitor’s clever lawyers designed to offer you little or no warranty coverage!  Don’t believe me?  If your other bid has a warranty included (many of them don’t even include their warranty language with their proposal by the way) read the fine print and you will see exactly what we are saying.   Before making a final decision on your floor coating, check the warranty closely:
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1)
Does the warranty have a specific time period that is 


clearly stated or is the term not specified or is it a “lifetime”  

warranty meaning that it legally does not have to be  

honored after 3 years in the State of California?

   Yes

   _________
2)
Does the warranty cover both labor and materials?

   Yes

   _________

3)
Does the warranty cover moisture related failures? (the 


most common reason for coating failure)


   Yes

   _________

4)
Is the warranty fully transferable when your home is sold?
   Yes

   _________

5)
Does the warranty cover a broad list of conditions of 


failure like peeling, chipping, cracking, fading & yellowing


or does it only cover limited conditions like peeling
even worse, workmanship, which makes the warranty

nearly worthless?





   Yes

   _________
      6)
Did the company provide a written copy of the warranty

Language detailing exactly what is covered in their 

warranty along with their proposal or does the proposal 
just say on it that there is a warranty and it is your job to 
find out what it says?





   Yes

   _________

      7)  Are the materials that are going to be applied to the floor

ALL 100% solids materials?




   Yes

   _________
8) Does the company doing the work have a track record

going all the way back to 2006 in the southern California

marketplace with nearly 8,000 floors installed?

   Yes

   _________
c) What are your expectations for your floor?   It is possible that our quote won’t be the lowest you receive.  If so, keep in mind that there are other factors to consider other than price.  For example, Epoxy is a 50 year old floor coating technology and has all of the limitations that you would expect from a 50 year old product.  In fact, most poor quality Epoxy floors must be recoated or completely redone every 3-5 years.  This will not happen with a SpartaFlex floor.  Every one of our 8,000 floors is still in service today!






