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TerraFirma Earth Technologies Ltd. 
was co-founded by David Giles and
John Peltier in January 2004. The 

company is a specialty subcontractor 
that designs and installs pumping sys-
tems to remove groundwater that im-
pedes underground construction.
 Subsurface construction for any un-
derground structure is not as simple as 
digging a hole, carving out a space and 
pouring concrete. Any time a building 
has a multi-fl oor underground addition, 
such as multi-tiered parking garage, it is 
common to hit underground water. 
When this occurs, the water must be re-
moved before construction can begin. 
That is where TerraFirma comes in. 
 “Underneath the ground you’ll fi nd 
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layers of clay, sand and silt,” said Giles, 
who acts as managing partner and also 
helms the company. “When you dig a 
hole without a proper dewatering system 
installed, once you hit these wet sands, 
you can dig all you want but your hole 
doesn’t get any deeper, it just gets wider 
and wider.”
 TerraFirma’s pumping systems turn 
this groundwater (similar to the consis-
tency of beach sand) into dry dirt, mak-
ing it possible for a structure to be carved 
out and concrete poured. 
 “When the contractor has a ground-
water problem, we get facts that typically 
include the length, width and  depth of 
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If you ever need to hear a joke, just 
come to Glenn. He always has one 
ready to tell. 

 That’s what Carol Pitman says about 
her husband, Glenn Pitman, owner of 
Pitman Construction, a commercial inte-
rior/exterior drywall company. 
 As the Offi ce Administrator, Carol 
runs the day-to-day operations for the 
offi ce.
 Pitman Construction began in Octo-
ber 1988. The company started just do-
ing tenant fi nish but now has expanded 
to ground up projects. 
 Carol said, “Most of our fi eld employ-
ees have been with us for several years.” 
 Randy Belt is Pitman Construction’s 
project manager. 

Power couple

 “We owe most of our success to our 
employees and repeat customers,” she 
said. “Word of mouth and reputation is 
what has kept us in business for 19 
years.”
 And counting. This energetic couple 
has no plans for slowing down. This sum-
mer, the company has been involved in 
retail projects like the Conroe Market 
Place for McPherson Development Co. 
Inc. Pitman Construction is doing the ex-
terior framing and interior build-out of TJ 
Maxx, Ross Dress For Less and PetSmart. 
The company also worked on the Tambo-
rello dentist offi ce for JRW Builders/Con-
tractors, and renovated the façade of 
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Glenn and Carol Pitman

Comanche Contractors has just 
completed construction of the new 
Famsa Furniture Store located on 

I-45 and West Road. 
 The project was commissioned by 
Read King Commercial Real Estate, who 
owns the establishment and leases it out 
to Famsa Furniture.  The retail chain origi-
nates in Mexico, and represents a grow-
ing trend of establishments exclusively 
targeting the Hispanic market. 
 Project Manager Chris Parrack col-
laborated with the owner’s design team, 
which consisted of local and out of state 
companies to provide a building that fi t 
Famsa’s store profi le and Read King’s 
budget.
 Superintendent Gordon Holm over-
saw the project to completion.   
 According to Parrack, one aspect 
that helped the Famsa Furniture project 
run smoothly was the history Comanche 

shares with Read King.
 He said, “Having worked with Read 
King on several previous projects and 
knowing how their development team 
works helped speed the design process 
and get the construction underway 
quickly.”
 The primary obstacle the project 
faced was a challenge presented to the 
civil engineers, WLB Associates. 
 Originally, the site consisted of two 
separate properties. Combining the two 
sites together was essential for the success 
of the location’s development. It was up to 
WLB Associates to create a design plan 
that merged the two properties, and to 
come up with a solution that did not jeop-
ardize the intended completion date. 
 WLB met the challenge.  The $2.5 
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What is the most
interesting costume you’ve 

worn on Halloween?

Soon after my son was born, my mother-
in-law made us costumes as Dr. Evil and 
Mini Me from the Austin Powers movie.  I 
shaved my head but just couldn’t bring 
myself to shave his.

Patrick Desporte, Walk On Art

the excavation,” said Giles. “The contrac-
tor has also hired an engineer to go out 
there to bore and describe the soils. We’ll 
take that information, dissect it and come 
up with a proposal to remove their prob-
lem.”
  TerraFirma recently installed the de-
watering system for the Bayport Contain-
er and Cruise Terminal being built by the 
Houston Port Authority. 
 In addition to designing and imple-
menting groundwater pumping systems 
where the wells are removed after the 
structure is complete, TerraFirma also 

maintains permanent dewatering systems. 
Maintenance involves pulling the pumps 
in order to clean and fl ush the wells.
 Both the Toyota Center and Texas 
Children’s Hospital have permanent 
pumping systems maintained by Ter-
raFirma. 
 TerraFirma is a small, hands on com-
pany consisting of four other employees. 
For projects, they contract out local help, 
but handle much of  the work themselves. 
TerraFirma also has construction sites in 
Louisiana, New Mexico and Arizona. –sn
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the Crighton Theater in Conroe’s down-
town historical district for Diamond 
Commercial Construction Inc. 
 Both Glenn and Carol are actively in-
volved in the community, as well.
 Glenn is the chairman of the Board of 
Trustees at St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
of Westfi eld. He is also the chairman of 
the church’s Holy Smokes BBQ cooking 
team. 
 Carol works with the church’s youth 
group. This month they will begin work-
ing with Habitat for Humanity where they 
will participate in building fi ve homes for 
the organization.   
 Carol also serves on the board of the 
American Subcontractors Association 
(ASA).
 Glenn enjoys hunting in Trinity and 
visiting Lake Livingston where he owns a 

lake house.
 Carol comes from a musical family. 
She attributes her interest in music to her 
Polish background. She played clarinet as 
a child and has just acquired a piano she 
is teaching herself to play. 
 “My dad played saxophone in a band 
called the Polish Eagles while I was grow-
ing up, so my mom carried my brothers 
and me to all the Polish dance functions. 
I learned the polka, two-step, Chicken 
Dance, and the Paul Jones, which you 
know if you have ever been to a Polish 
dance or wedding,” she said.
   The Pitman’s 24-year-old daughter, 
Jamie Hoot, is following in the family’s 
footsteps, as well. She has just started 
working for Acoustical Materials Sup-
ply, one of Pitman Construction’s suppli-
ers. –sn
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I shredded my old Little League uniform 
and went as a zombie baseball player.

Scott Pollan, Texas Exterior Systems
 
I play in a band, and we played on Hal-
loween in a black light party. I went as 
Tron, complete with memory disk and 
glowing lines.
            Carrie Carter, 

Associated Builders and Contractors

I usually go as a vampire with white con-
tacts that make your eyes look complete-
ly white.
               Marie Harrington,

 H&E Equipment Services

When I was in college, I was a tampon.
    Jim Bob Brent, Certex

A pregnant nun.               Webster Bailey, 
            H&E Equipment Services

I went as Paulie Shore in “Son in Law” 
when he wore a cowboy hat and a pair of 
chaps with nothing else on. 
         Craig Simmons, 

RSC Equipment Rental
 
I went as a fl asher one year. It was a great 
costume. It looked very realistic, but no 
part of me or my skin showed!
          Brianna Boudreau,

     American Subcontractors Assn.

Last year my girlfriend and I went as char-
acters from the Wizard of Oz. She was the 
scarecrow. I went as Dorothy. My girl-
friend says the lip gloss really brought 
out my eyes.

    Sam Siefers, Bobcat

million project began at the beginning of 
April 2006 and was completed on sched-
ule the end of September.
 The tillwall structure offers 30,361 sq 
ft of retail space.
 The Grand Opening Is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 30 ,and there will 
be much fanfair.
 Comanche Contractors’ area of ex-
pertise includes single and multi-tenant 
retail facilities. It focuses on construction 
of auto dealerships as well as industrial, 

commercial and distribution facilities. 
 “Being diverse within the commer-
cial construction market has worked to 
our advantage through the years,” said 
Parrack.
 Current projects include a 615,000-sf 
distribution facility and offi ce expansion 
for Academy Sports and Outdoors.
 Comanche has been the project lead 
for a number of other chains as well, in-
cluding Men’s Warehouse, Michael’s and 
auto dealerships like Southern Ford and 
Ron Carter.
 “We have been fortunate enough to 
work in this community for almost three 
decades and watch this city grow,” said 
Parrack.  “We have a lot of repeat clien-
tele, and it is nice to help them expand as 
their companies grow.” - sn

Subcontractors who contributed to the 
project:
WLB Associates
Berger Electric
Regency Plumbing
Demac
R. Light Service Company
W/Studio3 Architects in California
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Andrews Myers Coul-
ter & Cohen PC was 

recognized as a leading 
construction law fi rm in 
Texas, receiving a top 
two ranking in the latest 
edition of the presti-
gious legal directory, 
Chambers USA, America’s 

Leading Lawyers for Business. Cham-
bers also recognized fi rm attorneys 
Bill Andrews and Eric Cohen as lead-
ing construction lawyers.  -mdo

Kudos
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